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Die Untersuchung bestimmt den zweideutigen Standort, den Goethe im
breit gefächerten Spektrum der Subjektdiskurse einnimmt, anhand
einer bemerkenswerten Problemkontinuität im Erzählwerk des Dichters.
Sie verschränkt poetologische mit ideengeschichtlichen
Untersuchungsdimensionen und legt Goethes immer Zweifel am
Individuum als einem Ort der Kohärenz- und Sinnstiftung offen.
This study treats a central complex of issues which have hitherto
received little attention from Goethe scholars, namely the question of
the conception and position of the subject in Johann Wolfgang von
Goethe's novels and shorter narrative pieces.  In his study the author
combines approaches from the history of ideas and poetology in a
systematic way and succeeds in demonstrating that the question of the
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ego, its identity and boundaries is a recurring problem in Goethe's
writings, and one that he obviously did not succeed in resolving; at the
same time he shows that Goethe's figures, with their internal breaks,
already display clear features of the modern subject.


