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The Black Death is the name most commonly given to the pandemic of
bubonic plague that ravaged the medieval world in the late 1340's.
From Central Asia the plague swept through Europe, leaving millions of
dead in its wake. Between a quarter and a third of Europe's population
died. In England the population fell from nearly six million to just over
three million. The Black Death was the greatest demographic disaster in
European history. Sean Martin looks at the origins of the disease and
traces its terrible march through Europe from the Italian cities to the
far-flung corners of Scandinavia.
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Conflicts and divisions of urban space. Linking post-socialist and
global discourses -- Part I: Geopolitical conflicts and divisions in urban
space. Between past and present -- The role of the state border in
socio-cultural changes of a divided town. Cieszyn / esky TSin in a
regional context -- Divided towns on the Polish-German border —
Dissimilar sisters?- Kosovska Mitrovica as two parallel cities in the
twenty-first century -- Part II: Military conflicts and post-war divisions
in urban space. Between hard and soft power -- Divided space or
divided society? The case of Vukovar -- Ethnoterritorial divisions and
urban geopolitics in post-Yugoslav Mostar -- How do state and military
borders divide the urban spaces of Donbas? Cases of Milove/Chertkovo
and Zolote.
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This book presents cross-national insights into spatial fragmentation in
post-socialist cities in Europe. Trying to rethink the heritage of the last
30 years of transformation and grasp current processes taking urban
units of various categories as examples, the book exemplifies typical or
unique causes of political, social and ethnic disintegration of cities in
Central and Eastern Europe. Presenting spatial studies into different
cases of conflict in a cross-national context, the authors apply
concepts of contested and divided cities, urban geopolitics, cultural
atavism, contested heritage, etc. The book is divided into four parts.
The first part raises the issue of genesis, development and
contemporary discrepancies of cities divided by political and state
borders. The second part includes chapters which deal with the impact
of ongoing geopolitical divisions, wars, and ideologies on the social
and political tensions as well as their polarising effect on urban
territory. The third part comprises reflections on controversial relations
of ethnic and national culture with urban space. The fourth part deals
with socio-economic transformation of post-socialist cities which went
through transition of old patterns of spatial planning and attempts to
establish more rational and justice spatial order.



