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Anthropologists have been keenly aware of the tension between
cultural relativism and absolute norms, and nowhere has this been
more acute than with regards to moral values. Can we study the Other's
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morality without applying our own normative judgments? How do social
anthropologists keep both the distance required by science and the
empathy required for the analysis of lived experiences? The plurality of
moralities has not received an explicit and focused attention until
recently, when accelerated globalization often resulted in the collision
of different value systems. Observing, describin
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With the rush of calamitous events in recent years-the September 11
terror attacks, the Iraq imbroglio, and hurricanes Katrina and Rita-
Americans feel themselves to be living in dark times. Trust in one
another and in the government is at low ebb. People in public service
face profound challenges to the meaning and efficacy of their work.
Where can a public servant turn for a public philosophy to sustain
practice?Inspired by Hannah Arendt and several other philosophers,
Governance in Dark Times is the first book to explore the philosophical
and value underpinnings needed to guide public servan
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