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This book focuses on the fiscal decentralisation processes and the
systems of local government financing in Serbia and Montenegro in the
period 2000-2015. The retrospective analysis of the decentralisation
processes in both countries show that they have been moving back and
forth between decentralisation and centralisation, constantly swinging
the pendulum of political discourse and the legal framework on
intergovernmental fiscal governance. During the observed period, the
systems of local government financing in both countries have often
undergone drastic changes. Thus, this study focuses on the analysis of
the impact of the legal framework related to intergovernmental fiscal
relations, fiscal decentralisation and local government financing in
Serbia and Montenegro on local government budgets. By applying both
normative and economic analyses, as well as both quantitative and
gualitative research methods, the study evaluates the legal quality and
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economic and factual effects of relevant legislation on local

government budgets and status in the period 2000-2015. The study is
divided into four parts: 1) Introduction; 2) Case Study: Serbia; 3) Case
Study: Montenegro (both case studies include normative, economic and
empirical analyses of the fiscal decentralisation process and the system
of local government financing); 4) Comparative conclusions and
recommendations.
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This masterly book is the climax of over twenty-five years of study of
the impact of Canaanite religion and mythology on ancient Israel and
the Old Testament. It is John Day's magnum opus in which he sets forth
all his main arguments and conclusions on the subject. The work
considers in detail the relationship between Yahweh and the various
gods and goddesses of Canaan, including the leading gods El and Baal,
the great goddesses (Asherah, Astarte and Anat), astral deities (Sun,
Moon and Lucifer), and underworld deities (Mot, Resheph, Molech and
the Rephaim). Day assesses both what Yahwism assi
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-- The Confucian paradigm of man : a sociological view -- Guanxi and
network building : a sociological interpretation -- The role of
intellectuals in Chinese state socialism -- "modernization” and
"modernity” : the construction of a modern Chinese civilizational order
-- Administrative absorption of politics in Hong Kong : emphasis on
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Any consideration of China's cultural modernity must begin with a
rethinking of traditional Chinese civilization in its orientation and the
problems that it has to face in the modern age. This book examines
how Confucian traditions have shaped modernity in East Asia. A leading
sociologist, Ambrose Y. C. King discusses how China and East Asia
developed a model of modern civilization distinct from the Western
model of modernization which involves not only a process of
deconstructing the cultural tradition but also a process of
reconstructing it. He shows how the experience of modernization
diverges within different Chinese societies, namely Hong Kong,
Mainland China, and Taiwan. By highlighting the impact of
Confucianism on the direction of modernity in Chinese societies, he
argues that Confucianism contains the seeds of modernization and
transformation and that in the right institutional settings these seeds
could bear fruit to influence positively the course of development. The
chapters of the book also explore Confucian networks and the
development of capitalist economies, democratic governance, and
moral education. The author focuses his analyses on how Confucian
ideas and values underpinning the foundation of East Asian societies
including social civility, political governance, the role of the family,
individual self-cultivation, and moral regulation, matter to the modern
social and political transformations of Chinese societies today.



