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What does it mean to think of Western Art music - and the Austro-
German contribution to that repertory - as a tradition? How are men
and masculinities implicated in the shaping of that tradition? And how
is the writing of the history (or histories) of that tradition shaped by
men and masculinities? This book seeks to answer these and other
questions.
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This monograph, the first in English on any aspect of Joseph and
Aseneth, examines Aseneth's conversion as narrated in this important
but neglected apocryphal Jewish romance. An extensive history of
research on Joseph and Aseneth and an analysis of key issues such as
text, original language, character, provenance, date, and genre,
precede and inform the study of conversion. The story of Aseneth's
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conversion has too often been understood on the basis of premature
and superficial comparisons with other paradigms of conversion and
initiation in the Hellenistic world. As a corrective, Chesnutt ass


