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Ancient Nuzi, buried beneath modern Yorghan Tepe in northern Iraq, is
a Late Bronze Age town belonging to the kingdom of Arrapha that has
yielded between 6,500 and 7,000 legal, economic and administrative
tablets, all belonging to a period of some five generations (ca. 1475-
1350 B.C.E.) and almost all from known archaeological contexts. The
ninety-six Akkadian texts presented here in transliteration and
translation are divided in five groups dealing with topics of historical
interest: Nuzi and the political force responsible for its demise; the
crimes and trials of a mayor of Nuzi; a multigenerational legal struggle
over title to a substantial amount of land; the progressive enrichment
of one family at the expense of another through a series of real estate
transactions, and the nature of the ilku, a real estate tax whose
dynamic is crucial in defining the economic and social structure of Nuzi
as a whole.
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This book is an objective, evidence-based analysis of the empirical
findings, methodologies and conclusions of the three main national
inquiries (Irish, US, Australian) into child sexual abuse in the Catholic
Church and of the responses of the Catholic Church to child sexual
abuse. As such, it stands in contrast to the overall media reporting of
the problem. Based on the evidence of these inquiries it draws two
major conclusions. Firstly, child sexual abuse in the Catholic Church in
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the countries surveyed, while widespread during the 60s and 70s, is
largely an historical problem. Secondly, safe-guarding mechanisms
introduced into the Catholic Church since the 90s have been effective
in curbing child sexual abuse.


