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This book puts psychological trauma at its centre. Using
psychoanalysis, it assesses what was lost, how it was lost and how the
loss is compulsively repeated over generations. There is a
conceptualization of this trauma as circular. Such a situation makes it
stubbornly persistent. It is suggested that central to the system of
slavery was the separating out of procreation from maternity and
paternity. This was achieved through the particular cruelties of
separating couples at the first sign of loving interest in each other; and
separating infants from their mothers. Cruelty disturbed the natura
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W. H. Auden's emigration from England to the United States in 1939
marked more than a turning point in his own life and work--it changed
the course of American poetry itself. The Age of Auden takes, for the
first time, the full measure of Auden's influence on American poetry.
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Combining a broad survey of Auden's midcentury U.S. cultural presence
with an account of his dramatic impact on a wide range of younger
American poets--from Allen Ginsberg to Sylvia Plath--the book offers
a new history of postwar American poetry. For Auden, facing private
crisis and global catastrophe, moving to the United States became, in
the famous words of his first American poem, a new "way of
happening." But his redefinition of his work had a significance that was
felt far beyond the pages of his own books. Aidan Wasley shows how
Auden's signal role in the work and lives of an entire younger
generation of American poets challenges conventional literary histories
that place Auden outside the American poetic tradition. In making his
case, Wasley pays special attention to three of Auden's most
distinguished American inheritors, presenting major new readings of
James Merrill, John Ashbery, and Adrienne Rich. The result is a
persuasive and compelling demonstration of a novel claim: In order to
understand modern American poetry, we need to understand Auden's
central place within it.


