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Scientist, explorer, historian, and Indian agent Henry Rowe Schoolcraft's
name must be included in the pantheon of early nineteenth-century
adventurers who were in the vanguard of American expansion into the
heart of the continent. While some, individuals like William Clark,
Meriwether Lewis, John C. Fremont, and Kit Carson did not stop until
they reached the Pacific Ocean, others took it as their task to explore
the cast, unknown interior; chief among this group was Henry Rowe
Schoolcraft. Originally issued by Michigan State University Press in
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Popular culture in the 1990s, especially cinema, can be considered a
showcase for the accumulated hopes and fears of the twentieth
century. From the promise of material goods to the profusion of
despair, from devastating tragedy to exaggerated rapture, a dizzying
array of images assaults the eye. Drawing on recent films from Mexico
and Spain, Bored to Distraction navigates this visual terrain, from
melodrama to horror, looking for what, if anything, might be excessive
enough to rouse us from our comfortable everyday routines.
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