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Before the passage of the Hindu Widow's Re-marriage Act of 1856,
Hindu tradition required a woman to live as a virtual outcast after her
husband's death. Widows were expected to shave their heads, discard
their jewelry, live in seclusion, and undergo regular acts of penance.
Ishvarchandra Vidyasagar was the first Indian intellectual to
successfully argue against these strictures. A Sanskrit scholar and
passionate social reformer, Vidyasagar was a leading proponent of
widow marriage in colonial India, urging his contemporaries to reject a
ban that caused countless women to suffer needlessly.Vidyasagar's
brilliant strategy paired a rereading of Hindu scripture with an
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emotional plea on behalf of the widow, resulting in an organic
reimagining of Hindu law and custom. Vidyasagar made his case
through the two-part publication Hindu Widow Marriage, a tour de
force of logic, erudition, and humanitarian rhetoric. In this new
translation, Brian A. Hatcher makes available in English for the first
time the entire text of one of the most important nineteenth-century
treatises on Indian social reform.An expert on Vidyasagar, Hinduism,
and colonial Bengal, Hatcher enhances the original treatise with a
substantial introduction describing Vidyasagar's multifaceted career, as
well as the history of colonial debates on widow marriage. He
innovatively interprets the significance of Hindu Widow Marriage within
modern Indian intellectual history by situating the text in relation to
indigenous commentarial practices. Finally, Hatcher increases the
accessibility of the text by providing an overview of basic Hindu
categories for first-time readers, a glossary of technical vocabulary,
and an extensive bibliography.
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Metrology is an integral part of the structure of today's world:
navigation and telecommunications require highly accurate time and
frequency standards; human health and safety relies on authoritative
measurements in diagnosis and treatment, as does food production
and trade; global climate studies also depend on reliable and consistent
data. Moreover, international trade practices increasingly require
institutions to display demonstrated conformity to written standards
and specifications. As such, having relevant and reliable results of
measurements and tests in compliance with mutually rec
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This book compares two challenges made to American public school
curricula in the 1980's and 1990's. It identifies striking similarities
between proponents of Afrocentrism and creationism, accounts for
their differential outcomes, and draws important conclusions for the
study of culture, organizations, and social movements. Amy Binder
gives a brief history of both movements and then describes how their
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challenges played out in seven school districts. Despite their very
different constituencies--inner-city African American cultural
essentialists and predominately white suburban Christian
conservatives--Afrocentrists and creationists had much in common.
Both made similar arguments about oppression and their children's
well-being, both faced skepticism from educators about their factual
claims, and both mounted their challenges through bureaucratic
channels. In each case, challenged school systems were ultimately able
to minimize or reject challengers' demands, but the process varied by
case and type of challenge. Binder finds that Afrocentrists were more
successful in advancing their cause than were creationists because they
appeared to offer a solution to the real problem of urban school failure,
met with more administrative sympathy toward their complaints of
historic exclusion, sought to alter lower-prestige curricula (history, not
science), and faced opponents who lacked a legal remedy comparable
to the rule of church-state separation invoked by creationism's
opponents. Binder's analysis yields several lessons for social
movements research, suggesting that researchers need to pay greater
attention to how movements seek to influence bureaucratic decision
making, often from within. It also demonstrates the benefits of
examining discursive, structural, and institutional factors in concert.


