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How do people describe events they have witnessed? What role does
linguistic aspect play in this process? To provide answers to these
questions, we conducted an experiment on aspectual framing. In our
task, people were asked to view videotaped vehicular accidents and to
describe what happened (perfective framing) or what was happening
(imperfective framing). Our analyses of speech and gesture in retellings
show that the form of aspect used in the question differentially
influenced the way people conceptualized and described actions.
Questions framed with imperfective aspect resulted in more mo
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This volume contains revised versions of papers given at a conference
at the Manoir de Brion, in Normandy. They deal with phonology,
morphology, syntax, and semantics, and cover a wide range of
Romance languages, including many lesser-known varieties. The
contributors to the volume are committed to the view that Romance
Linguistics is not narrowly philological, but is rather General Linguistics
practised with reference to particular data. The point has been made
many times, but is worth reiterating, that Latin and the Romance
languages offer an unrivalled wealth of synchronic and historical do



