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In her first book-length collection of poetry, Crystal Williams utilizes
memory and music as she lyrically weaves her way through American
culture, pointing to the ways in which alienation, loss, and sensed
otherness™ are corollaries of recent phenomena. Williams writes
about being adopted by an interracial couple, a jazz pianist/Ford
Foundry worker and a school psychologist, and how that has affected
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her development as an African American woman. She tries to work out
the answers to many difficult questions: in what way do African
American artists define themselves? What do they owe the



