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5.1 Introduction

Bidirectional Optimality Theory (BiOT) emerged at the turn of the
millennium as a fusion of Radical Pragmatics and Optimality Theoretic
Semantics. It stirred a wealth of new research in the pragmatics-
semantics interface and heavily influenced e.g. the development of
evolutionary and game theoretic approaches. Optimality Theory holds
that linguistic output can be understood as the optimized products of
ranked constraints. At the centre of BiOT is the insight that this
optimisation has to take place both in production and interpretation,
and that the production-interpretation cycle has t


