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Sommario/riassunto

In his 1978 lecture at the Collége de France on the theme of “Security,
territory and population”, Michel Foucault established a link between
“circulation”, “security” and “space”. He depicted the approach to
circulation in the 17th and 18th centuries, based on legal tools such as
international agreements and national or local regulations, as the
expression of a desire to secure flows in the different spaces (maritime
and terrestrial). The objective of this legal essay, intended for a broad
readership, is to counter this analysis by arguing that, for a certain
number of major forms of circulation (release of greenhouse gases,
spread of products and organisms of all kinds, pandemics,
dissemination of information, movement of persons, data, capital,
waste, etc.), mankind is living with an illusion of control. The question

is no longer who controls what, but rather who is suffering the loss of
control? To answer this question, we must rethink our traditional
models of circulation and control. All sorts of a priori approaches to
circulation can be discussed (magical, liberal, social, ontological,
fundamental, modal). As for control, we must recognise that it is
perennially exercised in an environment full of holes. Dans son cours
au Collége de France de I'année 1978 sur le théme « Sécurité, territoire
et population », Michel Foucault a établi une relation entre « circulation
», « SEcurité » et « espace ». L’appréhension de la circulation aux XVlle
et XVllle siécles par des outils juridiques (accords internationaux,
réglementations nationales ou locales) y est vue comme I'expression d’
une volonté de sécuriser les flux dans différents espaces (maritimes et
terrestres). L'objectif de cet essai juridique grand public est de prendre
le contre-pied de ces analyses en considérant que, pour un certain
nombre de flux majeurs (libération de gaz a effet de serre,
dissémination de produits et d’organismes en tout genre, pandémie,
circulation de I'information, des personnes, des...
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Although better known for its sunny skies, Los Angeles suffers
devastating flooding. This book explores a fascinating and little-known
chapter in the city's history-the spectacular failures to control floods
that occurred throughout the twentieth century. Despite the city's 114
debris dams, 5 flood control basins, and nearly 500 miles of paved
river channels, Southern Californians have discovered that
technologically engineered solutions to flooding are just as disaster-
prone as natural waterways. Jared Orsi's lively history unravels the
strange and often hazardous ways that engineering, politics, and
nature have come together in Los Angeles to determine the flow of
water. He advances a new paradigm-the urban ecosystem-for
understanding the city's complex and unpredictable waterways and
other issues that are sure to play a large role in future planning. As he
traces the flow of water from sky to sea, Orsi brings together many
disparate and intriguing pieces of the story, including local and
national politics, the little-known San Gabriel Dam fiasco, the
phenomenal growth of Los Angeles, and, finally, the influence of
environmentalism. Orsi provocatively widens his vision toward other
cities for which Los Angeles may offer a lesson-both of things gone
wrong and a glimpse of how they might be improved.



