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Early modern Central Europe was the continent's most decentralized
region politically and its most diverse ethnically and culturally. With the
onset of the Reformation, it also became Europe's most religiously
divided territory and potentially its most explosive in terms of
confessional conflict and war. Focusing on the Holy Roman Empire and
the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, this volume examines the
tremendous challenge of managing confessional diversity in Central
Europe between 1500 and 1800. Addressing issues of tolerance,
intolerance, and ecumenism, each chapter explores a facet of the ¢
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Since the Gilded Age, social scientists, middle-class reformers, and
writers have left the comforts of their offices to "pass" as steel workers,
coal miners, assembly-line laborers, waitresses, hoboes, and other
working and poor people in an attempt to gain a fuller and more
authentic understanding of the lives of the working class and the poor.
In this first, sweeping study of undercover investigations of work and
poverty in America, award-winning historian Mark Pittenger examines
how intellectuals were shaped by their experiences with the poor, and
how despite their sympathy toward working-class people, they
unintentionally helped to develop the contemporary concept of a
degraded and "other" American underclass. While contributing to our
understanding of the history of American social thought, Class
Unknown offers a new perspective on contemporary debates over how
we understand and represent our own society and its class divisions.



