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Early modern Central Europe was the continent's most decentralized
region politically and its most diverse ethnically and culturally. With the
onset of the Reformation, it also became Europe's most religiously
divided territory and potentially its most explosive in terms of
confessional conflict and war. Focusing on the Holy Roman Empire and
the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, this volume examines the
tremendous challenge of managing confessional diversity in Central
Europe between 1500 and 1800. Addressing issues of tolerance,
intolerance, and ecumenism, each chapter explores a facet of the ¢



