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Richard Friedman is well known in the field of biblical studies, not only
because of his contributions to the study of the Hebrew Bible (which are
many) but also because he has written cogently and clearly for a much
wider audience, outside the academy, most notably in his Who Wrote
the Bible? (1997). In addition, his influence has crossed the boundaries
of a variety of disciplines such as source criticism, archaeology, the
ancient Near East, as well as religious studies.The essays in this volume
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reflect the breadth and depth of Richard Friedman's life and work.
Several contributors discuss topics related to the Hebrew Bible: for
example, Jacob Milgrom examines the relationship between Ezekiel and
the Levites and Carol Meyers discusses the Tabernacle texts in the
context of Priestly influence on them; Ronald Hendel, Michael Homan,
and Robert Wilson explore the history of source criticism, with detailed
source-critical analysis of Genesis 1-11 and the book of Kings. Jeffrey
Geoghegan discusses the origins of the Passover in one of several
insightful essays under the topic "Israel and the Ancient Near East."
Among the contributions specific to archaeology, Baruch Halpern's
provides a provocative "Defense of Forgery." Lastly, four contributors
(e.g., Alan Cooper) discuss religion and religious studies, along with
ramifications for contemporary application. A fine collection of
contemporary topics discussed by leading scholars in the field.


