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Throughout the past three decades, Nadav Na'aman has repeatedly
proved that he is one of the most careful historians of ancient Canaan
and Israel. With broad expertise, he has brought together archaeology,
text, and the inscriptional material from all of the ancient Near East to
bear on the history of ancient Israel and the land of Canaan during the
second and first millenniums B.C.E. Many of his studies have been
published as journal articles or notes and yet, together, they constitute
one of the most important bodies of literature on the subject in recent
years, particularly because of the careful attention to methodology that
Na'aman always has brought to his work. Collected here are 23 essays
on the Hurrians, the Egyptians and their presence in the Levant during
the second millennium B.C.E., Canaanite city-states, the Amarna
Letters, and the neighbors of Canaan in the north, such as Alalakh and
Damascus. The essays range over such topics as scribes and language,
archaeology, cultural influences, and the interrelations of the great
powers during this period. The volume includes indexes of ancient
personal names, place-names, and biblical references.


