
UNINA99107813059033211. Record Nr.

Titolo The last good land [[electronic resource] ] : Spain in American literature
/ / Eugenio Suarez-Galban

Pubbl/distr/stampa Amsterdam, : Rodopi, 2011

ISBN 94-012-0048-3

Descrizione fisica 1 online resource (415 p.)

Collana Costerus new series ; ; 189

Disciplina 810

Soggetti American literature - History and criticism
American literature - Spanish influences
Authors, American - Homes and haunts - Spain
Americans - Spain - History
Spain In literature

Lingua di pubblicazione Inglese

Formato

Livello bibliografico

Note generali Description based upon print version of record.

Nota di bibliografia

Nota di contenuto

Includes bibliographical references and index.

Sommario/riassunto

Preliminary Material -- PREFACE -- SPAIN AND THE UNITED STATES
WITHIN THE WESTERN TRADITION -- THE PIONEERS: WASHINGTON
IRVING AND HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW -- FROM ROMANTIC
IDEALIZATION TO REALISTIC AMBIGUITY, OR FROM THE CIVIL WAR TO
THE CUBAN WAR -- W.D. HOWELLS: THE FUTURE THAT NEVER BECAME
A PRESENT -- SANTAYANA, OR THE EXISTENTIAL CONFIRMATION OF
STEREOTYPES -- THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ALICE B. TOKLAS: THE LOST
GENERATION REDISCOVERS SPAIN -- JOHN DOS PASSOS: ROSINANTE’
SWINDING ROAD TO THE RIGHT -- VIRGIN SPAIN: JEWISH-AMERICAN
TRAVEL LITERATURE -- HEMINGWAY: STORIES OF THE LAST GOOD
LAND -- TWO WOMEN AT WAR: LILLIAN HELLMAN AND JOSEPHINE
HERBST -- SPAIN IS BEAUTIFUL: CLAUDEMCKAY AND LANGSTON
HUGHES DREAM HEAVEN -- SAUL BELLOW’S “THE GONZAGA
MANUSCRIPTS”: SPAIN IS EUROPE -- NOT SO GOOD, BUT STILL GOOD:
WILLIAM GADDIS, CHESTER HIMES, NELSON ALGREN -- PAGAN SPAIN:
ETHNICITY AND RELIGION IN RICHARD WRIGHT -- SPAIN AS
AUTOBIOGRAPHY: BARBARA PROBST SOLOMON -- CONCLUSION --
BIBLIOGRAPHY -- INDEX.
Books studying the presence of Spain in American literature, and the
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possible influence of Spain and its literature on American authors, are
still rare. In 1955 appeared a pioneer work in this field – Stanley T.
Williams’ The Spanish Background of American Literature . But that
book went no further than W.D. Howells’ Familiar Spanish Travels ,
published in 1913. The Last Good Land covers most of the twentieth
century, including such groups as the Lost Generation and African
American writers and exiles. It also considers then recent revolution in
Spanish cultural and historical thought introduced by Américo Castro,
which several American writers discussed in this volume may be said to
have anticipated. Recent studies have expanded on Williams’ volumes,
but in the majority of cases these works limit their scope to a single
period (the nineteenth century, the Spanish Civil War), a movement
(predominantly Romanticism) or authors known for their interest in
Spain (Irving, Hemingway). The result is often a lack of continuum, or
the exclusion of such authors as Saul Bellow, William Gaddis or Richard
Wright. Within American literature itself, The Last Good Land contains
revisions of traditional interpretations of certain writers, including
Hemingway. The variety of authors treated, both in respect to ethnicity
and gender, guarantees a varied and global view of Spanish culture by
American writers.


