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After Lee and Grant met at Appomattox Court House in 1865 to sign
the document ending the long and bloody Civil War, the South at last
had to face defeat as the dream of a Confederate nation melted into the
Lost Cause. Through an examination of memoirs, personal papers, and
postwar Confederate rituals such as memorial day observances,
monument unveilings, and veterans' reunions, Ghosts of the
Confederacy probes into how white southerners adjusted to and
interpreted their defeat and explores the cultural implications of a
central event in American history. Foster argues that, contrary to
southern
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