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"In a time of accelerating sea level rise and increasingly intensifying
storms, the world's sandy beaches and dunes have never been more
crucial to protecting coastal environments. Yet, in order to meet the
demands of large-scale construction projects, sand mining is stripping
beaches and dunes, destroying environments, and exploiting labor in
the process. The authors of Vanishing Sands track the devastating
impact of legal and illegal sand mining over the past twenty years,
ranging from Africa, Asia, and the Caribbean to South America and the
eastern United States. They show how sand mining has reached crisis
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levels: beach, dune, and river ecosystems are in danger of being lost
forever, while organized crime groups use deadly force to protect their
illegal mining operations. Calling for immediate and widespread
resistance to sand mining, the authors demonstrate that its cessation is
paramount for saving beaches, dunes, and associated environments,
plus lives and tourism economies everywhere."--
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When Mississippi John Hurt (1892-1966) was ""rediscovered"" by blues
revivalists in 1963, his musicianship and recordings transformed
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popular notions of prewar country blues. At seventy-one he moved to
Washington, D.C., from Avalon, Mississippi, and became a live-wire
connection to a powerful, authentic past. His intricate and lively style
made him the most sought after musician among the many talents the
revival brought to light. Mississippi John Hurt provides this legendary
creator's life story for the first time. Biographer Philip Ratcliffe traces
Hurt's roots to the moment his mother Mary


