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While the influence of racial policy has long been a factor in American
foreign policy, one particularly evident example is U.S. relations with
Haiti. The troubled relationship began under George Washington, who
authorized the dispatch of arms and ammunition to help the French
planters of Saint Dominique, present day Haiti, suppress the black
rebellion. Washington's support for the defense of slavery in this
regard, proved to be important precedent in the formulation of a



proslavery policy in the White House, the State Department, and the
Congress. Matthewson explores this stormy legacy and di



