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The Western tradition of the constitutional state, with its ancient roots,
defines political extremes as the epitome of that what must be



absolutely rejected. It highlights tyranny, despotism, despotic rule,
non-autonomy, ruthless enforcing of interests as 'extreme’, contrasting
this to a virtuous mean which guarantees moderation. In this volume,
the culmination of twenty years of extensive research, Uwe Backes
provides a conceptual history of the notions "'extreme™ and
""extremism™' from antiquity to the present day. The terminological
history of political extremes had been
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