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Visual recovery of a repressed past -- Budapest's Statue Park Museum
-- The destruction of the Stalin monument -- Memorial to the martyrs

of the counter-revolution -- The sanctification of Hungary's Jeanne
d'Arc -- Museums and the objectification of memory -- Sculpting

heroes in a post-radical age -- The persistence of narrative.

"Although the 1956 Hungarian uprising failed to liberate the country
from Soviet domination, it became a symbol of freedom for people
throughout Eastern Europe and beyond." "In Imagining
Postcommunism, Beverly A. James demonstrates how 1956 became a
foundational myth according to which the bloody events of that fall led
to the ceremonial reburial of the martyred prime minister Imre Nagy in
1989, free elections in 1990, and the withdrawal of the last Soviet
soldiers on June 19, 1991. She shows how museums, monuments, and
holiday rituals have aided the construction of a new Hungary through
the reclamation and expression of competing memories of the critical
events of 1956." "Surveying the array of ceremonies, exhibitions, and
memorials commemorating the revolution and its heroes, James invites
leaders to consider the difference between the communist regime's
master narrative of 1956 with its smug, false unity, and the multiple,
polemical stories woven by competing political forces in
postcommunist Hungary."--BOOK JACKET.






