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At a time when the scale of imprisonment in the United States has
reached a historic high, researchers estimate that more than 600,000
individuals a year are released from prison to return to their home
communities. These individuals have serious needs, such as finding
employment and housing, reuniting with family members, and

obtaining healthcare and treatment for alcohol and substance abuse
problems. While research in this area has stressed these aspects of the
transition from prison, a less explored area of research considers the
role of internal identity shifts from that of an offender



