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Introduction: the charity trap -- Business first: the roots of prosperity
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Over the past twenty years more citizens in China and India have raised
themselves out of poverty than anywhere else at any time in history.
They accomplished this through the local business sector& mdash;the
leading source of prosperity for all rich countries. In most of Africa and
other poor regions the business sector is weak, but foreign aid
continues to fund government and NGOs. Switching aid to the local
business sector in order to cultivate a middle class is the oldest, surest,
and only way to eliminate poverty in poor countries.A bold fusion of
ethics and smart business,
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Empty Meeting Grounds examines some of the new cultural forms and
community arrangements that accompany the development of global
tourism.



