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Patchwork: Seven Essays on Art and Literature presents in English
translation a number of essays written by the Chinese literary scholar
and novelist Qian Zhongshu (1910-1998). One of the great minds of
the twentieth century, Qian, with his characteristic erudition and wit,
addresses here aspects of the classical literary and artistic traditions of
China. Better known, as a scholar, for his magisterial Limited Views:
Essays on Ideas andamp; Letters (Guanzhui bian) (1979-80) and, as a
novelist, for his Fortress Besieged (Weicheng) (1947), these essays, first
written during the period 1948-83 and much revised over the years,
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allow readers insight into Qian’s abiding concern with “striking
connections” between disparate literary, historical, and intellectual
traditions, ancient and modern, Chinese and Western. Dr. Duncan
Campbell was awarded the China Book Award for Special Contributions
at the 23rd Beijing International Book Fair. Dr. Campbell received this
award for his translation of this volume.
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In May 1835 in a Sydney courtroom, a slight, prematurely balding man
was charged with forgery. The prisoner claimed he was Edward,
Viscount Lascelles, eldest son of the Earl of Harewood. The Crown
alleged he was a confidence trickster and serial impostor. Was this the
real Edward Lascelles, heir to one of Britain's most spectacular
fortunes? How had he come to vanish? What does his tale tell us about
status and class, property and wealth, and nobles and convicts in the
first part of the nineteenth century? Part mystery story, part narrative
history, this is a tale of swindlers, adventurers and
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