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When Thomas Jefferson wrote his epitaph, he listed as his
accomplishments his authorship of the Declaration of Independence
and the Virginia statute of religious freedom, and his founding of the
University of Virginia. He did not mention his presidency or that he was
second governor of the state of Virginia, in the most trying hours of the
Revolution. Dumas Malone, author of the epic six-volume biography,
wrote that the events of this time explain Jefferson's ""character as a
man of action in a serious emergency."" Joseph Ellis, author of
American Sphinx, focuses on other parts of Jefferson's
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