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In September 1958, Guinea claimed its independence, rejecting a
constitution that would have relegated it to junior partnership in the
French Community. In all the French empire, Guinea was the only
territory to vote "No." Orchestrating the "No" vote was the Guinean
branch of the Rassemblement Democratique Africain (RDA), an alliance
of political parties with affiliates in French West and Equatorial Africa
and the United Nations trusts of Togo and Cameroon. Although
Guinea's stance vis-a-vis the 1958 constitution has been recognized as
unique, until now the historical roots of this phenomenon
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