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Sub-Saharan Africa needs much faster economic growth and more
effective economic, financial, and social policies if it is to make up for
lost ground and reduce the number of people living in abject poverty.
Edited by Laura Wallace, this volume presents the proceedings of a May
1998 seminar in Paris, organized jointly by the IMF and the Japanese
Ministry of Finance, on ways to accelerate Africa's growth in our
increasingly globalized world. Senior African and Asian government
officials, representatives from multicultural institutions, donors,
academics, and private sector participants gathered to discuss how to
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improve the private investment environment in African countries and
take advantage of globalization's benefits while minimizing its risks,
and how to strengthen the contribution of government in areas of
capacity building, good governance, effective public resource
management, and improved quality and composition of government
spending.
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The quality and effectiveness of decisions made within an organization
and its supply chain depend on the accuracy and timeliness of the
information on which they are based. Radio frequency identification
(RFID) is a technology that can provide more accurate information in
near real time and thus increase the quality and timeliness of decisions
based on that information. RFID systems are currently in use in areas
such as inventory management, process control, asset tracking and
monitoring, and retail point of sale. Organizations that appropriately
incorporate RFID into their operations and information management
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systems have increased their agility, effectiveness, and efficiency,
resulting in organizational growth and increased profitability.


