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Frontmatter -- Table of Contents -- Laughter as an Expression of
Human Natur in theMiddle Ages and the Early Modern Period: Literary,
Historical, Theological, Philosophical, and Psychological Reflections.
Also an Introduction -- Chapter 1. Laughter in Procopius's Wars --
Chapter 2. "Does God Really Laugh?" - Appropriate and Inappropriate
Descriptions of God in Islamic Traditionalist Theology -- Chapter 3.
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and the Comedic in a Religious Text: The Example of the Cantigas de
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Santa Maria -- Chapter 8. The Son Rebelled and So the Father Made
Man Alone: Ridicule and Boundary Maintenance in the Nizzahon Vetus
-- Chapter 9. Laughing at the Beast: The Judensau: Anti Jewish
Propaganda and Humor from the Middle Ages to the Early Modern
Period -- Chapter 10. Yes . . . but was it funny? Cecco Angiolieri,
Rustico Filippi, and Giovanni Boccaccio -- Chapter 11. Curses and
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(Schwanke) Narratives: Epistemological Strategies and Hermeneutic
Explorations -- Chapter 20. The Workings of Desire: Panurge and the
Dogs -- Chapter 21. Laughing Out Loud in the Heptaméron: A
Reassessment of Marguerite de Navarre's Ambivalent Humor --
Chapter 22. You had to be there: The Elusive Humor of the Sottie --
Chapter 23. Sacred Parody in Robert Greene's Groatsworth of Wit (1592)
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Milton's Prolusion VI: Negotiating Masculine Identity Through Self
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Despite popular opinions of the 'dark Middle Ages' and a 'gloomy early
modern age,' many people laughed, smiled, giggled, chuckled,
entertained and ridiculed each other. This volume demonstrates how
important laughter had been at times and how diverse the situations
proved to be in which people laughed, and this from late antiquity to
the eighteenth century. The contributions examine a wide gamut of
significant cases of laughter in literary texts, historical documents, and
art works where laughter determined the relationship among people. In
fact, laughter emerges as a kaleidoscopic phenomenon reflecting divine
joy, bitter hatred and contempt, satirical perspectives and parodic
intentions. In some examples protagonists laughed out of sheer
happiness and delight, in others because they felt anxiety and
insecurity. It is much more difficult to detect premodern sculptures of
laughing figures, but they also existed. Laughter reflected a variety of
concerns, interests, and intentions, and the collective approach in this
volume to laughter in the past opens many new windows to the history
of mentality, social and religious conditions, gender relationships, and
power structures.



