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The success of the Green Revolution in closing the gap between world
population and food production was principally achieved by increasing
crop productivity in favorable areas. However, this success has been
limited in the rainfed systems, which are prone to frequent droughts
and other abiotic stresses. Worldwide, drought affects approximately
23 million hectares of rainfed rice. Varieties combining improved
drought resistance with high yield under favorable conditions and
quality characteristics preferred by farmers are the most promising and
deliverable technologies for alleviating poverty


