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The Sound Structure of Modern Irish contains a comprehensive
description of the phonology of Irish. Based on the main forms of the
language, it offers an analysis of the segments and the processes in its
sound system. Each section begins with a description of the area of
phonology which is the subject - such as stress patterns, phonotactics,
epenthesis or metathesis - and then proceeds to consider the special
aspects of this subject from a theoretical and typological perspective.
The book pays particular attention to key processes in the sound
system of modern Irish. The two most important of these are
palatalisation and initial mutation, phenomena which are central to Irish
and the analysis of which has consequences for general phonological
theory. The other main emphasis in the book is on a typological
comparison of several different languages, all of which show
palatalisation and/or initial mutation as part of their systems. The
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different forms of Celtic, Slavic languages, Romance dialects and
languages along with languages such as Finnish, Fula, Nivkh and
Southern Paiute are considered to find out how processes which are
phonetic in origin (external sandhi) can become functionalised and
integrated into the morphosyntactic system of a language.
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This collection of new poems by one of the most respected poets in the
United States uses motifs of advance and recovery, doubt and
conviction-in an emotional relation to the known world. Heralded as
"one of our most vital, unclassifiable writers" by the Voice Literary
Supplement, Fanny Howe has published more than twenty books and is
the recipient of the Gold Medal for Poetry from the Commonwealth
Club of California. In addition, her Selected Poems received the 2001
Lenore Marshall Poetry Prize for the Most Outstanding Book of Poetry
Published in 2000 from the Academy of American Poets.The poems in
Gone describe the transit of a psyche, driven by uncertainty and by
love, through various stations and experiences. This volume of short
poems and one lyrical essay, all written in the last five years, is broken
into five parts; and the longest of these, "The Passion," consecrates the
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contradictions between these two emotions. The New York Times Book
Review said, "Howe has made a long-term project of trying to
determine how we fit into God's world, and her aim is both true and
marvelously free of sentimental piety." With Gone, readers will have the
opportunity to experience firsthand Howe's continuation of that elusive
and fascinating endeavor.


