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Looking at a neglected period in the social history of modernization,
David Levine investigates the centuries that followed the year 1000,
when a new kind of society emerged in Europe. New commercial
routines, new forms of agriculture, new methods of information
technology, and increased population densities all played a role in the
prolonged transition away from antiquity and toward modernity. At the
Dawn of Modernity highlights both "top-down" and "bottom-up"
changes that characterized the social experience of early
modernization. In the former category are the Gregorian Reformation,
the imposition of feudalism, and the development of centralizing state
formations. Of equal importance to Levine's portrait of the emerging
social order are the bottom-up demographic relations that structured
everyday life, because the making of the modern world, in his view,
also began in the decisions made by countless men and women
regarding their families and circumstances. Levine ends his story with
the cataclysm unleashed by the Black Death in 1348, which brought
three centuries of growth to a grim end.
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conflict between upstream and downstream farmers located on a small
stream or to a large dam located on the border of two nations. Water
conflicts are mostly studied as disputes around access to water
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resources or the formulation of water laws and governance rules.
However, explicitly or not, water conflicts nearly always also involve
disputes among different philosophical views. The contributions to this
edited volume have looked at the politics of contested knowledge as
manifested in the conceptualisation, design, development,
implementation and governance of large dams and mega-hydraulic
infrastructure projects in various parts of the world. The special issue
has explored the following core questions: Which philosophies and
claims on mega-hydraulic projects are encountered, and how are they
shaped, validated, negotiated and contested in concrete contexts?
Whose knowledge counts and whose knowledge is downplayed in water
development conflict situations, and how have different epistemic
communities and cultural-political identities shaped practices of
design, planning and construction of dams and mega-hydraulic
projects? The contributions have also scrutinised how these epistemic
communities interactively shape norms, rules, beliefs and values about
water problems and solutions, including notions of justice, citizenship
and progress that are subsequently to become embedded in material
artefacts.


