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In 1891 the young nation of Canada stood on the brink of a great surge
of growth and development. During the seven decades covered in this
volume Canada would be transformed from a rural, agricultural society,
almost exclusively British and French in background, to an urban,
industrial nation with more cultural diversity. These developments are
illustrated in the exceptionally vivid plates of the Historical Atlas of
Canada, III: Addressing the Twentieth Century. The first part of the
volume, the Great Transformation, covers developments from 1891 to
1929, the year the stock market crashed. In this period of economic
and social change are charted, among other aspects, land and resource
development, the growth of financial institutions, prairie agriculture
and the grain-handling system, industrial growth, and changes in
education, religion, and social structures. Individual plates include
detailed studies of the formation of the United Church of Canada in
1925; the evolution of suburban neighbourhoods in Edmonton; the
wave of strikes in 1919; Ukrainian settlement in southern Manitoba in
1901; the interlocking business interests of Toronto financiers in 1913;
the formation of the National Hockey League and the rise of spectator
sport; and the development of Montreal as a great industrial city. The
second part of the volume. Crisis and Response, deals with the
Depression, the Second World War, and the post-war boom. Here are
charted shifts in the make-up and distribution of the population, a
growing range of social services, and the emergence of a national
economy. The plates in this section include graphic representations of
drought on the Prairies in the 1930S; the routes of unemployed people



riding the rails in search of work; the development of Ottawa as the
nation's capital; the rise of retail trade; the strong growth in the
uranium and petroleum industries; and the spread of television. With
unsurpassed clarity, the Atlas presents the forces.


