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The civil war of 1402-1413 is one of the most complicated and
fascinating periods in Ottoman history. It is often called the
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interregnum because of its political instability, but that term does not
do justice to the fact that the civil war was a chapter of Ottoman history
in its own right. This book is the first full-length study of that chapter,
which began with Timur’'s dismemberment of the early Ottoman Empire
following his defeat of Bayezid “the Thunderbolt” at Ankara (1402).
After Timur's departure, what was left of the Ottoman realm was
contested by Bayezid's sons in a series of bloody wars involving many
internal factions and foreign powers. As part of those wars some of the
earliest Ottoman historical literature was produced in the courts of the
warring princes, especially Mehmed Celebi, who was the final winner
and needed to justify killing his brothers. This book is a detailed
reconstruction of events based on the available sources, as well as a
study of the period’s political culture as reflected in its historical
narratives.
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The past twenty years have seen considerable shifts and struggles in
‘government science' - that is, in the way the state funds, supports,
regulates, conducts and uses scientific and technological activity.
Focusing on federal labs and agencies, Strategic Science in the Public
Interest explores how these labs have been located within, and often
buried by, the larger commercially-focused federal innovation agenda.
G. Bruce Doern and Jeffrey S. Kinder examine four labs whose mandates
deal with the Alberta oil sands, environmental technologies, wildlife
research, and mining and metals, respectively. The authors use these
cases to explain why a better middle-level approach to analysis is
needed for strategic public interest-centred government science. They
illustrate the importance of understanding the variety, as well as the
similarity, of federal science and technology labs and agencies, and of
instituting policies that reflect this diversity. The growing importance of
Related Science Activities (RSA) is also explored, as well as the core
trade-offs between commercial and public goods science in their
mandates and their internal capacities.



