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Halakhah in the Making offers the first comprehensive study of the
legal material found in the Dead Sea Scrolls and its significance in the
greater history of Jewish religious law (halakhah). Aharon Shemesh's
pioneering study revives an issue long dormant in religious scholarship:
namely, the relationship between rabbinic law, as written more than
one hundred years after the destruction of the Second Temple, and
Jewish practice during the Second Temple. The monumental discovery
of the Dead Sea Scrolls in Qumran led to the revelation of this missing
material and the closing of a two-hundred-year gap in knowledge,
allowing work to begin comparing specific laws of the Qumran sect
with rabbinic laws. With the publication of scroll 4QMMT-a polemical
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letter by Dead Sea sectarians concerning points of Jewish law-an
effective comparison was finally possible. This is the first book-length
treatment of the material to appear since the publication of 4AQMMT
and the first attempt to apply its discoveries to the work of nineteenth-
century scholars. It is also the first work on this important topic written
in plain language and accessible to nonspecialists in the history of
Jewish law.
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While high school drop-out rates have steadily declined among white
and African American students over the last twenty years, a constant 35
percent of Latino students continue to quit school before graduation.
Troubled by both the magnitude and the constancy of the Latino drop-
out rate, Harriett Romo and Toni Falbo conducted a four-year study of
at-risk Latino students to determine how some defy the odds and stay
in school to earn high school diplomas. This book reveals in full detail
what they found.



