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Cannabis: Evolution and Ethnobotany is a comprehensive,
interdisciplinary exploration of the natural origins and early evolution
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of this famous plant, highlighting its historic role in the development of
human societies. Cannabis has long been prized for the strong and
durable fiber in its stalks, its edible and oil-rich seeds, and the
psychoactive and medicinal compounds produced by its female flowers.
The culturally valuable and often irreplaceable goods derived from
cannabis deeply influenced the commercial, medical, ritual, and
religious practices of cultures throughout the ages, and human desire
for these commodities directed the evolution of the plant toward its
contemporary varieties. As interest in cannabis grows and public
debate over its many uses rises, this book will help us understand why
humanity continues to rely on this plant and adapts it to suit our needs.
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The popularity of Kabbalah, a Jewish mystical movement at least 900
years old, has grown astonishingly within the context of the vast and
ever-expanding social movement commonly referred to as the New
Age. This book is the first to provide a broad overview of the major
trends in contemporary Kabbalah together with in-depth discussions of
major figures and schools. A noted expert on Kabbalah, Jonathan Garb
places the "kabbalistic Renaissance" within the global context of the
rise of other forms of spirituality, including Sufism and Tibetan
Buddhism. He shows how Kabbalah has been transformed by the events
of the Holocaust and, following the establishment of Israel, by aliyah.
The Chosen Will Become Herds is an original piece of scholarship and,
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in its own right, a new chapter in the history of Kabbalah.


