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Julia Adeney Thomas turns the concept of nature into a powerful
analytical lens through which to view Japanese modernity, bringing the
study of both Japanese history and political modernity to a new level of
clarity. She shows that nature necessarily functions as a political
concept and that changing ideas of nature's political authority were
central during Japan's transformation from a semi feudal world to an
industrializing colonial empire. In political documents from the
nineteenth to the early twentieth century, nature was redefined, moving
from the universal, spatial concept of the Tokugawa period, through
temporal, social Darwinian ideas of inevitable progress and competitive
struggle, to a celebration of Japan as a nation uniquely in harmony with
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nature. The so-called traditional "Japanese love of nature" masks
modern state power. Thomas's theoretically sophisticated study rejects
the supposition that modernity is the ideological antithesis of nature,
overcoming the determinism of the physical environment through
technology and liberating denatured subjects from the chains of
biology and tradition. In making "nature" available as a critical term for
political analysis, this book yields new insights into prewar Japan's
failure to achieve liberal democracy, as well as an alternative means of
understanding modernity and the position of non-Western nations
within it.
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; Introduction -- The nature of the problem : The development of
climate science ; Climate change as a public issue ; The age of climate
diplomacy -- Obstacles to action : Scientific ignorance ; Politicizing
science ; Facts and values ; The science/policy interface ; Organized
denial ; Partisanship ; Political institutions ; The hardest problem --
The limits of economics : Economics and climate change ; The Stern
Review and its critics ; Discounting ; Further problems ; State of the
discussion -- The frontiers of ethics : The domain of concern ;
Responsibility and harm ; Fault liability ; Human rights and domination
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; Differences that matter ; Revising morality -- Living with climate
change : Life in the anthropocene ; It doesn't matter what | do ; It's not
the meat, it's the motion ; Ethics for the anthropocene ; Respect for
nature ; Global justice -- Politics, policy, and the road ahead : The
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From the 1992 Rio Earth Summit to the 2009 Copenhagen Climate
Conference there was a concerted international effort to stop climate
change. This book is about what climate change is, why we failed to
stop it, and why it still matters what we do.



