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Exploring the life and leadership of Populist Marion Butler (1863-
1938), James Hunt offers new insight into the challenges of American
reform politics. The son of North Carolina farmers and a graduate of
the University of North Carolina, Butler displayed an early proclivity for
agrarian reform. By age twenty-eight he led the Farmers' Alliance of
North Carolina; two years later he was elected president of the national
Alliance. Butler served in the U.S. Senate as a Populist from 1895 to
1901 and was chairman of the national Populist Party during the critical
presidential elections of 18
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