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At a moment when Congress is widely viewed as hyper-partisan and
dysfunctional, Richard Fenno provides a variegated picture of American
representational politics. The Challenge of Congressional
Representation offers an up-close-and-personal look at the complex
relationship between members of Congress and their constituents back
home. When not crafting policy in Washington, the 435 members of the
U.S. House of Representatives are busy assessing and building voter
support in their districts. Fenno delves into the activities of five
members of the House-Republicans representing Pennsylvania and New
York, and Democrats from California, Florida, and Illinois. Spanning the
ideological spectrum, these former and current representatives are
senior lawmakers and rookie back-benchers from both urban and rural
areas. Fenno travels with them in their own political territories,
watching and talking with them, conducting interviews, and meeting
aides and constituents. He illuminates the all-consuming nature of
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representational work-the complicated lives of House members
shuttling back and forth between home and Capitol, building and
maintaining networks, and making compromises. Agreeing to talk on
the record without protective anonymity, these elected House members
emerge as real personalities, at once praiseworthy and fallible. While
voting patterns and policy analysis constitute an important window into
the legislative process, the nonquantifiable human element that
political scientists so frequently overlook is the essence of negotiation.
Fenno focuses our attention on how congressional leaders negotiate
with constituents as well as with colleagues.
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With a riotous mix of saints and devils, street theater and dancing, and
music and fireworks, Christian festivals are some of the most lively and
colorful spectacles that occur in Spain and its former European and
American possessions. That these folk celebrations, with roots reaching
back to medieval times, remain vibrant in the high-tech culture of the
twenty-first century strongly suggests that they also provide an
indispensable vehicle for expressing hopes, fears, and desires that
people can articulate in no other way. In this book, Max Harris explores
and develops principles for understanding the folk theology underlying
patronal saints' day festivals, feasts of Corpus Christi, and Carnivals
through a series of vivid, first-hand accounts of these festivities
throughout Spain and in Puerto Rico, Mexico, Peru, Trinidad, Bolivia,
and Belgium. Paying close attention to the signs encoded in folk
performances, he finds in these festivals a folk theology of social
justice that—however obscured by official rhetoric, by distracting
theories of archaic origin, or by the performers' own need to mask their
resistance to authority—is often in articulate and complex dialogue
with the power structures that surround it. This discovery sheds
important new light on the meanings of religious festivals celebrated
from Belgium to Peru and on the sophisticated theatrical performances
they embody.


