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During the French Revolution most performances on the London stage
were strictly censored, but political attitudes found indirect expression.
New and popular genres like pantomime, gothic drama, history plays,
musical and spectacular entertainment, and, above all, melodrama
provided metaphors for the hopes and fears inspired by the conflict in
France and subsequent European wars. This 2001 book looks at how
British drama and popular entertainment were affected by the ideas and
events of the French Revolution and Napoleonic Wars. He argues that
melodrama had its origins in this period, with certain gothic villains
displaying qualities attributed to Robespierre and Napoleon, and that
recurrent images of incarceration and dispossession reflected fears of
arbitrary persecution, from the tyranny of the Bastille to the Jacobin's
Reign of Terror. By a cultural analysis of the popular entertainment and
theatre performances of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries Taylor
reveals issues of ideological conflict and psychological stress.
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The aim of this edited volume is to demystify corpus linguistics for use
in English language teaching (ELT). It advocates the inclusion of corpus
linguistics in the classroom as part of an approach to ELT in which
students engage with naturally occurring language. The first chapter
provides a basic but essential introduction to corpus linguistics,
including sections on corpora and corpus methods, and this is followed
by a review of the use of corpus linguistics in ELT. Chapters on the
traditional ELT strands of skills, vocabulary and grammar as well as
chapters on pluricentric approaches (on language and culture, World
Englishes and English as a Lingua Franca) flow naturally from the
second chapter, which reports on a survey of the attitudes of trainee
teacher to the use of corpus linguistics in the ELT classroom. The final
two chapters show how the work of corpus linguists can benefit
classroom teacher preparation, materials development and textbook
writing. This book will be of interest not only to academics in fields
such as English Language Teaching, Applied Linguistics and Corpus
Linguistics, but also to educators of teacher-trainees and teacher-
trainees themselves, as well as teachers who are looking for new
interactive approaches to ELT. Kieran Harrington is Senior Lecturer in
English Linguistics at TU Dortmund University, Germany. Patricia Ronan
is Professor of English Linguistics at TU Dortmund University, Germany.
.


