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Vol. 1. Festas, costumes e outros materiais para uma etnologia de
Portugal / organizacao e prefacio de Joao Leal.
Promotor e interveniente nas celebres "Conferencias do Casino",
hisrtoriador da literatura, introdutor em Portugal dos estudos
linguisticos e da pedagogia, Adolfo Coelho (1847-1919) foi tambem -
a par de Teofilo Braga, Consiglieri Pedroso, Leite de Vasconcelos e
Rocha Peixoto - uma das figuras decisivas na constituicaos e
desenvolvimento inicial da antropologia em Portugal. E no interior
deste quadro generico que a obra atnologica de Adolfo Coelho deve ser
situada. Perspectivando a etnologia como uma disciplina
preferencialmente vocacionada para o terreno portugues - "qual podera
(...) ser o estudo mais digno de um povo senao o estudo de si proprio"
enfatizara ele num texto de 1896 - Adolfo Coelho afirma-se de facto,
em premeiro lugar, como um dos mais destacados "cultores" da
literatura e das tradicoes populares.
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Front matter -- CONTENTS -- ACKNOWLEDGMENTS -- Chapter 1.
Introduction -- PART I: The Organization of the Welfare State: Public
and Private -- Chapter 2. The Context of Decentralization -- Chapter 3.
The Uses of Decentralization -- Chapter 4. Privatization -- PART II: The
View from Below: Empowerment by Invitation, Empowerment through
Conflict -- Chapter 5. Power and Empowerment -- Chapter 6.
Empowerment by Invitation -- Chapter 7. Empowerment through
Conflict: School Reform -- Chapter 8. Conclusion -- References --
Index
Throughout the world, politicians are dismantling state enterprises and
heaping praise on private markets, while in the United States a new
rhetoric of "citizen empowerment" links a widespread distrust of
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government to decentralization and privatization. Here Joel Handler
asks whether this restructuring of authority really allows ordinary
citizens to take more control of the things that matter in their roles as
parents and children, teachers and students, tenants and owners,
producers and consumers. Looking at citizens as stakeholders in the
modern social welfare state created by the New Deal, he traces the
surprising ideological shifts of empowerment from its beginning as a
cornerstone of the war on poverty in the 1960's to its central place in
conservative market-based voucher schemes for school reform in the
1990's.Handler shows that in the past the gains from decentralization
have proved to be more symbol than substance: some disadvantaged
members of society will find new opportunities in the changes of the
1990's, but others will simply experience powerlessness under another
name. He carefully distinguishes "empowerment by invitation" (in
special education, worker safety, home health care, public housing
tenancy, and neighborhood organizations) from the "empowerment by
conflict" exemplified by the radical decentralization of the Chicago
public schools. What emerges is a map of the major pitfalls and
possible successes in the current journey away from a discredited
regulatory state.


