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This two-volume set of LNICST 411 and 412 constitutes the refereed
post-conference proceedings of the 9th International Conference on
Advancement of Science and Technology, ICAST 2021, which took place
in August 2021. Due to COVID-19 pandemic the conference was held
virtually. The 80 revised full papers were carefully reviewed and selected
from 202 submissions. The papers present economic and technologic
developments in modern societies in 7 tracks: Chemical, Food and
Bioprocess Engineering; Electrical and Electronics Engineering; ICT,
Software and Hardware Engineering; Civil, Water Resources, and
Environmental Engineering ICT; Mechanical and Industrial Engineering;
Material Science and Engineering; Energy Science, Engineering and
Policy.
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For Charles Olson, letters were not only a daily means of
communication with friends but were at the same time a vehicle for
exploratory thought. In fact, many of Olson's finest works, including
Projective Verse and the Maximus Poems, were formulated as letters.
Olson's letters are important to an understanding of his definition of
the postmodern, and through the play of mind exhibited here we
recognize him as one of the vital thinkers of the twentieth century. In
this volume, edited and annotated by Ralph Maud, we see Olson at the
height of his powers and also at his most human. Nearly 200 letters,
selected from a known 3,000, demonstrate the wide range of Olson's
interests and the depth of his concern for the future. Maud includes
letters to friends and loved ones, job and grant applications, letters of
recommendation, and Black Mountain College business letters, as well
as correspondence illuminating Olson's poetics. As we read through the
letters, which span the years from 1931, when Olson was an



undergraduate, to his death in 1970, a fascinating portrait of this
complex poet and thinker emerges.



