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Taking the contentious debates surrounding historical evidence and
history writing between secularists and Hindu nationalists as a starting
point, this book seeks to understand the origins of a growing historical
consciousness in contemporary India, especially amongst Hindus. The
broad question it poses is: Why has 'history' become such an important
site of identity, conflict and self-definition amongst modern Hindus,
especially when Hinduism is known to have been notoriously
impervious to history? As modern ideas regarding notions of history
came to India with colonialism, it turn


