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Why are jokes funny? Why do we laugh? In Funny Peculiar, Mikita
Brottman demurs from recent scholarship that takes laughter-- and the
broader domain of humor and the comical--as a liberating social force
and an endearing aspect of self-expression. For Brottman, there is
nothing funny about laughter, which is less connected to mirth and
feelings of good will than to a nexus of darker emotions: fear,
aggression, shame, anxiety. Brottman rethinks not only the
mechanisms of humor but also the relation of humor to the body and
the senses. To this end, she provides an engrossing accou



