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Cahora Bassa Dam on the Zambezi River, built in the early 1970's
during the final years of Portuguese rule, was the last major
infrastructure project constructed in Africa during the turbulent era of
decolonization. Engineers and hydrologists praised the dam for its
technical complexity and the skills required to construct what was then
the world's fifth-largest mega-dam. Portuguese colonial officials cited
benefits they expected from the dam - from expansion of irrigated
farming and European settlement, to improved transportation
throughout the Zambezi River Valley, to reduced flooding in...
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