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Inspired by the ideas contained in the newly recovered ancient sources,
Renaissance humanists questioned the traditional teachings of
universities. Humanistically trained physicians, called “medical
humanists,” were particularly active in the field of natural philosophy,
where alternative approaches were launched and tested. Their
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intellectual outcome contributed to the reorientation of philosophy
toward natural questions, which were to become crucial in the
seventeenth century. This volume explores six medical humanists of
diverse geographical and confessional origins (Leoniceno, Fernel,
Schegk, Gemma, Liceti and Sennert) and their debates on matter, life
and the soul. The study of these debates sheds new light on the
contributions of humanist culture to the evolution of early modern
natural philosophy
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Sommario/riassunto Climate and anthropogenic changes impact the conditions of erosion
and sediment transport in rivers. Rainfall variability and, in many
places, the increase of rainfall intensity have a direct impact on rainfall
erosivity. Increasing changes in demography have led to the
acceleration of land cover changes in natural areas, as well as in
cultivated areas, and, sometimes, in degraded areas and desertified
landscapes. These anthropogenized landscapes are more sensitive to
erosion. On the other hand, the increase in the number of dams in
watersheds traps a great portion of sediment fluxes, which do not
reach the sea in the same amount, nor at the same quality, with
consequences on coastal geomorphodynamics. This book is dedicated
to studies on sediment fluxes from continental areas to coastal areas,
as well as observation, modeling, and impact analysis at different
scales from watershed slopes to the outputs of large river basins. This
book is concentrated on a number of keywords: "erosion" and
"sediment transport", "model" and "practice", and "change". The
keywords are briefly discussed with respect to the relevant literature.
The contributions in this book address observations and models based
on laboratory and field data, allowing researchers to make use of such
resources in practice under changing conditions.
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