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In Varieties of Sovereignty and Citizenship, scholars from a wide range
of disciplines reflect on the transformation of the world away from the
absolute sovereignty of independent nation-states and on the
proliferation of varieties of plural citizenship. The emergence of
possible new forms of allegiance and their effect on citizens and on
political processes underlie the essays in this volume.The essays reflect
widespread acceptance that we cannot grasp either the empirical
realities or the important normative issues today by focusing only on
sovereign states and their actions, interests, and aspirations. All the
contributors accept that we need to take into account a great variety of
globalizing forces, but they draw very different conclusions about those
realities. For some, the challenges to the sovereignty of nation-states
are on the whole to be regretted and resisted. These transformations
are seen as endangering both state capacity and state willingness to
promote stability and security internationally. Moreover, they worry that
declining senses of national solidarity may lead to cutbacks in the
social support systems many states provide to all those who reside
legally within their national borders. Others view the system of
sovereign nation-states as the aspiration of a particular historical
epoch that always involved substantial problems and that is now
appropriately giving way to new, more globally beneficial forms of
political association. Some contributors to this volume display little
sympathy for the claims on behalf of sovereign states, though they are
just as wary of emerging forms of cosmopolitanism, which may
perpetuate older practices of economic exploitation, displacement of
indigenous communities, and military technologies of domination.
Collectively, the contributors to this volume require us to rethink
deeply entrenched assumptions about what varieties of sovereignty and
citizenship are politically possible and desirable today, and they
provide illuminating insights into the alternative directions we might
choose to pursue.


