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Introduction : Sharpsburg, Maryland, 1803 -- "The land flows with milk
and honey" : agriculture and labor in the early republic -- "A strange
reverse of fortune" : panic, depression, and the transformation of labor
-- "There are objections to black and white, but one must be chosen" :
managing farms and farmhands in antebellum Maryland -- " -- how
much of oursels we owned" : finding freedom along the Mason-Dixon
Line -- "Chased out on the slippery ice" : rural wage laborers in
antebellum Maryland -- Conclusion : Sharpsburg, Maryland, 1862.

Late 18th- and early 19th-century landowners in the hinterlands of
Baltimore, Maryland, cobbled together workforces from a diverse labour
population of black and white apprentices, indentured servants, slaves,
and hired workers. The Upper South during this period presents a
unique perspective on how free and slave labour systems coexisted and
interacted during a time when slavery and free labour were moving
apart both geographically and ideologically. This work examines the
intertwined lives of the poor whites, slaves, and free blacks who lived
and worked in this wheat-producing region along the Mason-Dixon

Line in the decades preceding the Civil War.






