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Over the six-month period from late 2012 to early 2013, Hu Jintao, the
President of the People's Republic of China, Chair of the Central Military
Commission, and Party Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP), will relinquish at least two of his three positions. According to

the constitution of the CCP, his time as Party head will come to an end,
given that he has already served for two terms. Well over the supposed
retirement age of 68, he will have to hand over the leadership of China
to a new generation of leaders at the 18th Party Congress in Beijing. In
Chinese politics, the act of



