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A recent study by the Asian Development Bank notes that by 2050,
Asia's per capita income would rise six-fold to reach Europe's levels
today, one of many indications of Asia's "re-emergence". By then, Asia's
share of global GDP would have doubled and it would have regained
the dominant economic position it once held some 300 years ago
before the industrial revolution. What is less well-known is that during
the previous eras of globalization, Asia was also regionally integrated
and globally connected. During the 19th and the first half of the 20th
centuries, Asia was divided and fragmented.


